parents love me but were completely manipulated. | will
be okay.

Juliet- We got this. It's our parents. We can face them.
Me- What if they hate Finch?

Juliet- Then fuck them, who needs them?

Me- Do we really want to disown our family?

Juliet- Finch and, | dare say, the boys are our family. The
goddess has brought us to a family, and they are ours.

Me- They are ours. All four of them. | am stepmother to
my former mates. I'm not okay.

Juliet- Yes, you are. | promise. | know you inside and out.
You are okay

Just then, my phone goes off.

Melissa- | know you can’t see this but just know you are
missed here on this earth. Your smile and friendship wil
~ outlive you.




SSA- ARIELLA YOU ARE FORGIVEN!
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COURTNEY- SEEING THIS IS BlTTERSWE-E’T.”W"SH'N_G‘»_l; :::
WAS STILL ON CAMPUS TO HLEP YOU THROUGH THIS.

ANDREA- | HAVE BEEN CRYING MY FUCKING EYES OUT!
JACOB AND CARL ARE WITH ME. WE ARE ALL THREE SO
GRATEFUL YOU ARE ALIVE.

MELISSA- WHO IS YOUR SECOND CHANCE? IS HE
LETTING YOU GREIVE?

ME- HE IS LETTING ME GREIVE. IN FACT, HE LOST HIS
FIRST MATE. SO HE IS TEACHING ME TO COPE WITH
THE LOSS. HE ISN'T BENING JEALOUS OR ANYTHING.
HE IS LOVING ME THROUGH THIS AND | AM THANKFUL
FOR HIM.

ANDREA- SOUNDS LIKE THE PERFECT GUY. SO MATURE.
WHO IS IT? ANYONE WE KNOW?

ME- MATURE IS ONE WAY OF PUTTING IT. HE IS FINCH
CONRAD.

COURTNEY- AS IN THE TRIPLETS FATHER? ot

OLVES ARE INSANE. Y
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 MELISSA- | AM GLAD YOU ARE NOT ALONE. WE NEED
TO GET TOGETHER AS SOON AS TERM STARTS AND
HAVE A FRIEND MEMORIAL FOR KALE.

ME- | WOULD REALLY LIKE THAT. HE IS SO SPECIAL TO
ALL OF US.

COURTNEY- | TOTALLY AGREE.

ANDREA- THREE MORE VOTES YES.

LEWIS- I'LL BRING THE BEER!

MELISSA- WE NEED TO HAVE IT IN THE TUNNELS.

ME- KALE DID ENJOY THOSE TUNNELS. (I'm smirking
remembering how much Kale loved the tunnels. We would
sneak down there if one of the triplets was being
particularly annoying.)

COURTNEY- | DON'T WANT TO KNOW ANY DETAILS BUT
SURE THE TUNNEL WILL WORK.

CARL- THERE IS A SPACE UNDER THE COURTYARD sl
WHERE ALL THE TUNNELS MEET. il

EAH, PrHEJUNenﬁ) N




‘.

don't know comes running over to us. “I'm Caroline,
Romana’s sister.”

“Caroline,” Romana calls with a huff. “Let them come
downstairs.”

“It's fine, Romana,” | say with a smile. “She might be my
brother’'s mate.”

Caroline smiles

“Not that your brother isn't totally hot, but he is really not
my type. | am really hoping your sister and Tristan are
here. | ship them,” Caroline giggles.

Juliet- | would love to ship them to another planet.
| try not to laugh at Juliet.

Caroline stands off to the side as Finch and | lead Turk
and Romana to the front steps.

The car pulls up and I'm shocked to see my mother open. '
H ¥ J( £
her own door and run to me. L i
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ling,” Mom wraps me in atig : hug
nurts losing him. But | am.
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“Finch please, Your Majesty,” | hear Finch say.

“Then, you will call me Tiffany,” Mom smiles. "And he will
be Joshua."

“Maybe someday but until | am sure my baby girl is happy,
Your Majesty is just fine,” Dad growls, still hugging me.

“Come on, Father, he is your age,” Caleb teases. “Can |
call your Finch or does a man your age demand a title
from a kid like me?”

“I call him Alpha, but for a for different reason,” | tease my
brother.

“Gross,” Caleb makes a face

“I'm never calling him Alpha,” Dad says, making us all
laugh.

“Finch,” Finch holds out his hand.
Dad looks at the hand and looks at me.

“Father, | love him, please,” | say.
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